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FOR RELEASE:

18 Septenber 1969

FWM:

Kika de la Garza

I/ASHINGTON, D.

C.-~Some

91-197

1,365 American families, including a number in South

Texas, do not know whether their sons or husbands in Vietnam are dead or alive, physically
well or ill.
More

th~n

More than 300 U. S. servicemen are known to be prisoners of the communists.

1,000 are missing and believed to be prisoners.

Their fate remains unknown

because North Vietnam continues its brutal refusal to live up to the 1949 Geneva Convention
relative to the treatment of prisoners of war.
The families of these
dread.

lbe

govern~ent,

A~erican

fighting men live each day in uncertainty

~nd

under both this Administration and the preceding one, has repeat-

edly protested mistreatment of prisoners and urged such basic steps, provided for by the
Geneva Convention, as

rep~triation

of sick and wounded prisoners and the furnishinG of a

list of the men actually in North Vietnamese hands.
insolently negative.

But the response from Hanoi has been

The communist regime has refused even to identify the men held in

c~~tivity.

Needless to say, the continuing efforts of the Administration on behalf of our
~~erican

prisoners of war have my full support.

famous former

pow,

tion and daring.

South Texas is the home of the most

Nikki Rowe, who escaped from the communists through his own determinaWe

k~ow

from him the conditions under which

o~men

are held.

Our hopes

and prayers will go with the Texas women, wives of missing men, as they journey to Paris
to make an in-person plea to negotiators for information about their husbands and other
prisoners.

* * * * *
AMISTAD:

FRIENDSHIP--The recent dedication of Amistad Dam marked the culmination

of years of dedicated effort by a number of Texans.
~~ple

The finished dam is an inspiring ex-

of what can be accomplished by collaboration between two such good neighbors as the

United States and Mexico.
It was in September, 1948, that the International Boundary and Water Commission
instituted a study program to evaluate the relative merits of all damsite possibilities
On the Rio Grande from Del Rio to a point 345 miles upstream.

By late 1952 the Commission

had concluded that any of 13 sites or groups of sites would be suitable, and two years
later the Commission decided on what is now Amistad as the site.
nally known as Diablo Dam, bearing the name of the river.
confluence of the Rio Grande and the Diablo.

The structure was origi-

However, the site was below the

In 1959 Texas Governor Price Daniel suggested Dos Amigos as a fitting dame.

How-

ever, it was found after President Eisenhower's visit to Mexico in February of the same
year that this name did not appeal to Mexican officials.

Efforts continded to hit on a

designation that indicated-the dam was an international and collaborative concept.

Mexican

President Lopez Mateos visited liashington in the fall of 1959 and suggested the name,
Amistad.

He and President Eisenhower announced it as their choice on October 12 of

tha~

year.
Rep. Clark Fisher of the 21st Congressional District of Texas introduced enabling
legislation July 1, 1959; hearings were held by the appropriate House committees in
February and March of 1960; and authorization to build the dam was passed by the House on
July 7, 1960.

Senate hearings were held that same month, and under the leadership of

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson the Senate Appropriations Committee added $5 million to the sqm
asked by the State Department.
My predecessor as Representative from the 15th District, Joe Kilgore, was very
active in bringing about authorization of the project.

He did highly valuable work in

acting as a catalyst in getting together people representing upstream and downstream
interests.

The people of South Texas owe a great debt of gratitude to him, Representative

Fisher and Senator Johnson for their work on behalf of this outstanding project.
At the dedication it was the Mexican President's turn to entertain the U. S.
President on Mexico's side of the border.
was severely restricted.

Because of space limitations the guest list

Invited to represent Texas were Senators Yarborough and Tower

and Representatives Fisher and Geroge Bush of Houston.
This history of Amistad is important to both the United States and Mexico--and
especially, of course, to South Texas.

* * * * *
AN IRISH FRIEND--was lost to me with the untimely passing of the popular and
distinguished Irish Ambassador to the United States, the Honorable William Patrick Faye,
He had served as Ambassador here since 1964. A couple of years ago he was the honor
,:
guest at one of our Texas State Society get-togethers and charmed all han~s with his
courtly manners. He was a good companion and we were proud, on behalf of the Texas StaFe
Society, tomake him officially an Irish-Texan. He will be greatly missed in Washington,

* * * * * *
TACOS FOR WILLIE--With the children back in school, we look for reports ,of goi~s
on and Jorge recently C&De up with a pearl. In his Spanish class the teacher repeats and
repeats words and phrases to get them firmly fixed in the children's minds. The other aay
he kept saying over and over, "Hello, Paco," (nickname for Francisco), "Hello, Paco." ;
Finally one of Jorge's friends, Willie Gibbons, burst out, "Boy, all this talk about Pacos
sure makes me hungry I"
"

* * * * *

VISITORS--My visitors from home this week were Mr. Laurier B. McDonald and Mr.
Sam Risica of Edinburg and Captain Joe Vasquez, USA, formerly of Mission.
iF/iii

